Curriculum vitae 
TYPE OF EXPERTISE: Crop Protection / Plant Pathology
1. Family name:  
Kenyon
2. First name(s): 
Lawrence
3. Date of birth: 
4th August 1962
4. Nationality and Civil status: 
British, Married, one child.
5. Address:  Chapel House, 369 Pump Lane, Rainham Kent ME8 7TJ UK.
Telephone: +44 1634 262166, Cel. +44 7786 170887
E-mail: lawrencek@easynet.co.uk or l_kenyon@btinternet.com 

6. Education:
	Institution
	Degree(s) and /or diploma(s) obtained:

	Portsmouth Polytechnic, UK. Oct 1980 – July 1983
	BSc Biology (2:1 Hons): Applied Biology

	University of Reading, UK. Oct 1983 – Oct 1984
	MSc Technology of Crop Protection

	University of East Anglia, UK. 1986 - 1990
	PhD Plant Pathology


7.
Language skills: (1 = excellent, 5 = basic)

	Language
	Reading
	Speaking
	Writing

	English
	1
	1
	1

	French
	4
	5
	5

	Spanish*
	4
	5
	5


8.
Membership of professional bodies: 
· Association of Applied Biologists (AAB, Virology conveners group), 
· British Mycological Society (BMS),  
· British Society for Plant Pathology (BSPP),  
· Royal Horticultural Society (RHS),  
· American Phytopathology Society (APS),  
· Tropical Agriculture Association (TAA),  
· International Society for Tropical Root Crops (ISTRC)

9.
Other skills: 
· Intermediate Certificate (With Honours) in Applied Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) principles from the UK Royal Institute of Public Health.  
· Proficient in use of standard word-processing, spreadsheet, internet and database packages (MS-Word, MS-Excel, MS-Powerpoint, MS-Access and MS-Internet Explorer). 
· PADI open-water diver.
· Full UK driving licence.
10.
Key skills and experience: 
· More than twenty years experience of research and consultancy in the field of Crop Protection Technology and Plant Pathology for horticultural, field and plantation crops (mainly tropical) in Africa, Asia, Pacific and Latin America. 

· Experience of training and teaching from the development and delivery of extension and training materials for resource-poor farmers through to MSc and PhD student supervision and lecturing.
· Five years experience of food safety and quality assurance systems for horticultural growers (including the design and management of product and input traceability systems) to meet the requirements of EU Food Law, EUREPGAP and specific retailer protocols for access to EU markets. 
· Experience in research project formulation, administration, management and appraisal.  
11. Country experience:

	Region/Country
	Role (Dates)

	Central America
(Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua)
	· Project leader for a project focusing on tackling problems associated with little leaf phytoplasma and virus-like diseases of woody legumes.  As part of the project laboratories for the diagnosis of phytoplasma diseases were set up in Honduras and El Salvador. Also, advice and support on crop protection for bananas, maize, beans and chilli peppers was provided for farmers involved in the project (1995-1997).

· Co-supervisor to PhD student developing “Diagnostic Techniques for Discriminating between the components of the Corn Stunt Complex in Mexico and Central America” (1994 – 1998)

· Co-supervisor to PhD student developing “Biological control agents for the crown rot pathogens of banana” (1997 – 2001, FHIA, Honduras)

	East Africa
(Kenya, Uganda)
	· Project leader for a DFID-funded project on control of Banana streak virus in East African Highland bananas. The latter phase of the work focused on development of dissemination materials and appropriate techniques for transfer of project outcomes to the farming community (1999-2005).

· Co-supervisor to PhD student “Molecular and Pathogenic Diversity of Isolates of Mycosphaerella Fijiensis that cause Black Sigatoka Disease of Bananas in East Africa” (1997 – 2002)

	Pacific Island countries (Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu) 
	· Expert inputs for an EU-funded programme aimed at evaluating and improving the health and quality of yam germplasm (1999-2005).

· Course leader for Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) short course in Molecular diagnostics for virus diseases of yam (Fiji, 2005).

	Philippines
	· Project leader for ODA/DFID-funded projects on the identification, detection and epidemiology of virus (and bacterial) diseases of banana in order to develop more sustainable control strategies (1993 – 1998).

· Technical support to (DFID/IRRI) Rice Tungro disease epidemiology project developing simple, user-friendly diagnostic tools for Tungro viruses (1997-1999).

	Southern Africa (Mozambique, Zambia, Zimbabwe)


	· Technical support for DFID project on promoting improved food safety management for small-scale farmers and their commercial exporters who are involved in export horticulture.  Inputs involved evaluating and analysing data collected from detailed farmer profiles of small-scale growers in Zambia and Zimbabwe in relation to the requirements for EUREPGAP certification and design of record keeping forms and traceability systems appropriate for use under option 2 of EUREPGAP (2002-2005).

· EU Pesticides Initiative Programme (PIP)-commissioned assessment (2005-6) of and support to horticultural export companies and associated out-growers, particularly in relation to EUREPGAP and general food law requirements for production, packing and traceability.

· Co-supervisor to PhD student identifying “Molecular markers linked to groundnut rosette virus resistance”

	West Africa
(Benin, Ghana, Nigeria)
	· Leader of DFID-funded programme aimed at evaluation and improvement of crop protection practices for yam production, with specific objectives involving “clean” seed production (1992-2006).

· Joint manager for a DFID funded project aimed at reducing the adverse impacts of viral diseases of African yam (1995-2001).

· Technical Support/Deputy lead to DFID-funded project to develop diagnostic facilities, identify the vectors and study the epidemiology and control of Cape St Paul wilt phytoplasma disease of coconuts in Ghana (1996-2000).

· EU Pesticides Initiative Programme (EU-PIP)-commissioned support to the implementation of standardised traceability measures in Ghanaian and Ugandan export horticultural enterprises (Oct-December 2004).

· Co-supervisor to PhD student “Farmer participatory selection of cassava with increased resistance to mosaic disease”2002 – 2006)


12.
Employment Record:

	Dates


	Company
	Position
	Description

	2007
	
	Freelance plant pathology/crop protection consultant
	

	1991-to 2007
	Natural Resources Institute – University of Greenwich
	Higher Scientific Officer and then Senior Scientist
	Development, management and delivery of multinational projects in the field of crop protection and tropical plant pathology, and provision of technical support in the area of food safety management and quality assurance for horticultural crops.

	1985 to 1991
	University of East Anglia
	Research Technician & Research Associate
	Independent research on mechanisms of pathogenicity and virulence in fungal plant pathogens.

	1984
	MAFF/ADAS Plant Pathology Centre – Wye, Kent
	Research Technician
	Plant clinic and field trials, and research on fungicide resistance in apple scab and apple powdery mildew.


13.  Other relevant information 

Part of my role at the Natural Resources Institute (NRI) was to provide some teaching and student supervision on the Natural Resources MSc course.  Through this I developed an interest in improving my teaching abilities and developing a more e-learning (electronic/enhanced-learning) approach to teaching.  In this context, I recently attained a “Certificate in E-learning, Teaching and Training” from the University of Greenwich. Also, I have recently been able to act as technical and scientific expert to an EU UK-Poland twinning project providing quality assessment/assurance to a training course on “Integrated Production and Certification” for Polish farm inspectors. 
As part of the NRI staff skills diversification programme, I joined the food safety and quality assurance team working within the horticultural crops section where I participated in training programmes in the area of food safety management and provided technical support for ongoing initiatives within the group.  Through combining these new skills with my expertise in crop production and crop protection I am able to provide support and advice, and undertake assessments across the broad area of horticultural production for export. I have provided inputs for work involving development of management systems to enable small-scale growers to gain EUREPGAP certification under “Option 2”. I have also been able to apply my knowledge to work under the EU Pesticides Initiative Programme (PIP) providing support to service providers, export growers (including out-growers schemes) and pack-houses/exporters in Ghana, Mozambique, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe exporting produce to the European Union.

Although I have diversified my skills to include food safety management and training/ technology transfer, my core area of expertise remains in plant disease diagnostics, epidemiology and control, and I have recently been asked by the Rockefeller and Gates Foundations to be on the working group to develop a “Coordinated network of plant disease diagnostic laboratories for Sub-Saharan Africa”.  I am also acting local coordinator for the Association of Applied Biologists “Advances in Virology” symposium to be held at the University of Greenwich in September 2007.
14. List of publications in separate document.
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