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CONTACT DETAILS

33 Francis Street
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Gloucestershire GL53 7NY
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Telephone: +44 1242 256208
Mobile: +44 4779 8605348
E-mail: gyrostigma@gmail.com
ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS
BSc (Hons.) London University (1974)

Fellowship of Royal Entomological Society of London (1989)

Fellowship of The Linnean Society of London (2010)

OVERVIEW

I have at least 40 years experience in applied insect pest management in a wide range of countries, mainly tropical but some temperate. I have worked predominantly on migratory pests and during eight and a half years on pests of oil palm. 
I was Head of Entomology from 2005, & also Acting Director of Research during 2013 until my retirement, of the PNG Oil Palm Research Association (PNGOPRA) responsible for Oil palm pest management and applied research to assist recognised growers and companies throughout Papua New Guinea by providing technical advice.  
PNGOPRA adheres closely to ISO and RSPO principles by working closely with smallholder growers and milling companies, training of company and smallholders personnel in all aspects of IPM methodologies relevant to our industry.
I managed 12 entomology staff on New Britain, New Ireland and mainland PNG, and was latterly subsequently responsible for the entire PNGOPRA staff complement of 87, as Acting Director of Research.
I was a gazetted PNG Government Plant Quarantine Inspector and also worked closely with the Papua New Guinea National Agriculture Quarantine & Inspection Authority (NAQIA) in West New Britain and the Mainland.
I was an original Member of the Technical Committee convened to address the management of the threatening disease known as the Bogia Coconut Syndrome (BCS), which may also be a threat to Oil Palm.
I am well known and have strong international contacts and collaborators in areas of both entomology and weed pest management collaborating with projects in Australia, America and the UK.
I have published is excess of 50 peer reviewed articles and a working manual/book on African Armyworm, as collaborative and senior author.
I have international consultancy & long-term operational research experience in diverse regions, e.g. Amirantes Islands, Botswana, Burundi, Cyprus, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Georgia-CIS, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Morocco, Papua New Guinea, Rwanda, South Africa, Somalia, Spain, France, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Yemen Arab Republic, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.
I am particularly interested in entomology, Myiasis, insect bio-diversity, freshwater invertebrates and ornithology.
I moved back to the UK upon my retirement on 1 August 2013.
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