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Professional Profile

I am an experienced GIS professional with over 12 years experience delivering high quality and relevant services to large and small organisations working in a range of business sectors including national government, humanitarian aid, environmental reporting, international boundary delimitation, oil and gas exploration, telecoms, fisheries management, and tourism.
A logical, intuitive, proactive and focused thinker, I provide the ability to manage projects in a timely and effective manner and am able to bring together stakeholders, explain relevant concerns and offer resolutions to the issues at hand. My flexible approach to work, with a ‘can-do’ attitude, is shown by my involvement in MapAction’s voluntary GIS/deployment teams (www.mapaction.org). I am a member of the GIS Coordination circle, developing procedures and processes to improve the effectiveness of MapAction in the field and formulating training plans and exercise scenarios. A position on the Steering Committee also involves me in high level decision making.
With knowledge and experience of the GIS life cycle from data capture, QA/QC, data management, map production, internet mapping, analysis, training and results presentation, I provide the ability to manage projects in a timely and effective manner.

Key Skills and Experience

· Provided the lead within the Humanitarian Information Centre in Pakistan, co-ordinating all UN agencies and NGO’s to develop common GIS standards, information gathering methodology and spatial data needs to the humanitarian community.
· Managed large annual ($200,000 in Sakhalin) and project budgets ($100,000 in Pakistan), involved in the recruitment of suitable staff, in equipment / fund raising for MapAction while in Australia, arranging supply of two DGPS units.
· Developed MIS/GIS system while in Yemen for the Ministry of Fish Wealth, taking a blank canvass and incorporating satellite imagery, geo-referenced base data, data entry procedures and reporting formats.

· Developed integrated relational databases while in Russia and at Encompass-Graphics. The requirements were formulated through meetings with clients, development of ideas and further iterative meetings to pin down the fine detail of the program.

· Training responsibilities for GIS, Access and GPS usage to a wide range of personnel from novice to experienced users. This has included classroom based training for the concepts of GIS, GPS, satellite imagery, other spatial data and their sources. I have also provided fieldwork collection techniques (for MapAction) and resource research utilising the internet, government departments and local survey companies.
· Worked closely with partner organisations, government agencies and local communities to resolve conflicting data/mapping issues in a satisfactory manner. This requires subtlety and political awareness in order to be seen as independent and without an agenda other than completing the project successfully and on time.

· GIS capacity building for local staff whilst in Pakistan, Russia, Nigeria and Yemen through training programmes, hands on support and conference attendance. Represented various organisations at high level conferences (Armenia/China/Singapore), project management meetings (Sakhalin) and government seminars (Pakistan).

· Formulated and implemented data management plans for conversion to GIS formats from various sources and formats. This included; from CAD to shapefiles to Geo-databases in ArcSDE; NTF format to Personal Geo-databases

· 4+ years Project Management experience in both the UK and overseas environments.
· 4+ years of overseas GIS consultancy developing map procedures, data standards, QA/QC and high quality, clear cartographic products.
· 12+ years experience of GIS, Remote Sensing, GPS and its related fields with products such as ArcGIS, ArcEditor, ArcSDE, ArcView, Oracle 9i, ERMapper and Access.
· Flexible approach to work, with an over-riding can do attitude, epitomised by my membership of MapActions voluntary GIS and deployment teams (www.mapaction.org).
Technical Skills
	ArcGIS 8 through to 9.2
	ESRI products (1992 – present)
	Python programming

	ArcSDE
	Illustrator 8 through to CS2
	Microsoft Access

	Geodatabases
	Oracle 7 through to 9i
	SQL*Plus and PL/SQL

	ERMapper
	Microstation SE
	Unix and Sun systems


Employment History

August 2008 – Present
GIS Consultant
Argyll Environmental
Brighton, UK
· Project managing the development of a variety of Environmental related activities within a small environmental consultancy. This requires the development and implementation of various conventions (directory structures, naming conventions, attribute selection), initially for a flood risk model, necessary to control and make available the numerous 3rd party and in-house datasets to the company consultants.
· Managing the development and testing of a bespoke analysis application to automate the creation of environmental reports based on a risk engine and numerous spatial datasets (Ordnance Survey, Environment Agency, British Geological Survey).
· Future projects in development include analysis of contaminated land, planning control and 3D modelling/visualisation.
May 2008 – July 2008
GIS/Cartographic Consultant
Field Information Services (FIS), United Nations
New York, USA & Brighton, UK
· Creation of a corporate mapping/GIS identity for the FIS and for Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Information’s (OCHA) Field Information Management Strategy.
· Includes development of a range of artwork, documents and mapping templates to be used throughout the UN Humanitarian departments. Full documentation and training will be developed in order to provide future training of all OCHA regional staff in Nairobi on the new systems.
December 2007 – April 2008
GIS Consultant
Communities & Local Government
London, UK
· Supporting the Analytical Services Department to develop templates, processes and procedures for department mapping to improve efficiency in turnaround of mapping requests..
· Managing the GIS section of the Green Belt project, QA/QC of data, the Local Authority Agreement project, advising on data issues and supported the Gypsy and Traveller Unit.
August 2007 – September 2007
Cartographic Consultant
Permanent Court of Arbirtation (PCA)
The Hague, Netherlands
· Providing cartographic design and implementation for a series of Maritime Boundary maps for the Guyana / Suriname Delimitation Decision.

· Carried out QA/QC on the provided hydrological and boundary data, raising accuracy issues which required resolution to avoid further legal challenges.

Jan  – Apr 2007 / Jan  – Jun 2006 / Apr 2004 – Jun 2005
GIS Project Consultant
Encompass Graphics Ltd
Brighton, UK
· Cartographic editing project for a major publishing company for a World Atlas using Illustrator CS2.

· Formulated and implemented a QA/QC, data management plan for the large datasets held, with the resulting restructured project/data storage, improving efficiency and productivity.
July 2006 – November 2006
GIS Special Consultant
United Nations Dept for Peace Keeping Operations (DPKO)
New York, USA
· Providing technical support to a UN Boundary Commission in the development of final, legal, production quality United Nations Boundary Map documents within a very restricted time-line.
· Creating the map design of the templates within Illustrator CS2 suitable for official United Nations documents, developed QA/QC procedures, production processes, providing input for project schedules and technical input to the Boundary Commission on timelines, feasibility and suitability.

· Managing raw digital data which includes contours, planimetric (roads, rivers), boundary demarcation features and aerial photography within ArcGIS 9.2.
October 2005 – January 2006
GIS Manager
United Nations Humanitarian Information Centre (HIC)
Islamabad, Pakistan
· Managed the GIS department for the post Earthquake humanitarian aid effort bringing together all stakeholders ranging from other UN agencies, NGO’s, Government departments, World Bank, Military and local communities. All work carried out within ArcGIS 9.1.
· Provided the lead within the HIC, in developing and producing maps and analysis to support the humanitarian communities work. Liaised closely with clients to identify their needs, advising on the GIS services the HIC could offer to enhance their work.
· Provided training and developed national GIS capacity and managed 3 national and 2 international GIS staff in both office and field environments.
· Identified requirements for spatial analysis and products relevant to humanitarian community activities and liaised with other information providers on spatial data issues and data gaps.
· Represented the HIC at the inter-agency technical working group on common GIS data standards, spatial data issues, information needs, coordination and information-sharing, developing strong links with other agencies and their GIS staff.
· Prepared and distributed maps, reports and documents (hard-copy, digital and web-compatible) and managed the HIC map store and product catalogue.
July 2005 – September 2005
Onshore CAD Supervisor
Fugro (Middle East)
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
· Supervised a team of 10 CAD operators on a 2000km subsurface telecoms mapping project within the Persian Gulf within the Microstation environment.
· Utilising my Project Management skills, I assessed the CAD (Microstation) map production procedures in consultation with the Geophysicists department, proposing and implementing changes. These changes streamlined the departments operation, ensuring map clarity, reduction in map versioning before sign-off and enabling the project to hit delivery schedules.
May 2002 – February 2004
GIS Project Manager

Sakhalin Energy Investment Company
Sakhalin Island, Russia
· Managed the newly initiated GIS department, into a 5-strong multi-national, functional and flexible team in support of the construction of two 800km on/offshore oil and gas pipelines initially using ArcGIS. I then Led the migration from ArcGIS 9.0 to ArcSDE and ORACLE 9i, developing a new set of standards and procedures (metadata, geo-databases and feature class rules).
· Initiated training programs and conference visits to build national capacity.
· Developed and implemented procedures, streamlining map production (QA/QC, Cartographic representation, Archiving, map templates) and spatial data management within ArcGIS 9.0.
· Developed, with the survey department, methods and standards for GPS data collection and field based QA/QC for local and international survey consultancies.
· Provided technical and organisational support to critical projects including:

· Route planning and construction of two 800km on/off shore pipelines.

· Sensitive Unexploded Ordnance Clearance program (UXO).

· Environmental monitoring of SEIC activities and its impact (flora, fauna, hydrology).
April 2000 - April 2002
GIS Project Manager

Visitmap Digital Ltd.
Forest Row, UK
· Project managed the small team tasked with the conversion of historical non-GIS digital data into a topologically clean, attributed database for ArcView 3.0. This required the co-ordination and correlation of a large number of disparate datasets into one multi-purpose Access application.
March 1998 – October 1999
GIS Consultant
Shell Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria (SPDC)
Port Harcourt, Nigeria
· Provided mapping support to SPDC’s exploration activities liaising with the survey department to improve data quality and suitability for ArcView. Supported the SPDC operational group with technical/structural consultancy (data collection, update schedules).
· Developed and implemented numerous training courses for 100+ SPDC staff, one-to-one basis and in a group environment.
July 1997 – February 1998 
GIS Consultant
GISL / Yemen Ministry of Fish Wealth (MFW)
Aden, Yemen & Egham, UK
· Assisted the technical directors in tender provision as well as designing and implementing Coastal Mapping GIS within ArcView, also responsible for day-to-day running of GISL operations, assisting technical directors in formulating consultancy tenders.
· Designed and implemented a Habitat Coastal Mapping GIS (ArcView) and Image Processing system (ERMapper) for the MFW. I also provided GIS theory and practical training to 20 MFW staff, leaving them with a functional series of applications and trained technical staff.
Professional Development Courses & Training
· Represented MapAction at a variety of UN related exercises/courses/workshops

· UNDAC/INSARAG exercises in Armenia (June 2005), China (August 2006) and Singapore (October 2007) providing GIS support to the UN and various National Disaster Management organisations.
· UN OSOCC course in Finland (February 2007) giving presentations on ‘Spatial Data Management in a Post Disaster Environment’ and workshops on GPS use in the field.
· UNJLC Spatial Management Seminar in Germany (May 2007) providing workshops on GIS and GPS use in the Humanitarian environment.

· I have been a deployable member of the MapAction team representing them in Kenya to assist the Flood relief efforts in December 2006 as well as part of the GIS Coordinating circle, being GIS Coordinator during 2007.
· Completed a variety of GIS courses held by ESRI UK

· Introduction to Spatial & 3D Analyst; What’s New in ArcGIS9.2; Building Geo-databases

· Completed the GCSE Russian language course, gaining a Grade A (May 2005)

Academic Qualifications

September 1994 – August 1995
MSc (Pass)
University of Greenwich
Geographical Information Systems

September 1989 – July 1992
BSc (2:1)
Oxford Polytechnic
Cartography and Computer Studies
Personal Achievements
· Completed the Austria Ironman in 12hrs 22min (July 2008), UK Ironman Triathlon in 13hrs 21mins (August 2006) and the Lanzarote Ironman Triathlon in 14hrs 24mins (May 2005)
· Silver medal at 2004 British National Formation Skydiving Championship (August 2004)
· Recently qualified (September 2008) as a level 1 Triathlon coach
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