Post-Harvest Assistance

Curriculum Vitae – Dr Roger D. Bancroft (updated 5th August 2009)
	Telephone/Answerphone: +44 (0)1622-880481
	34, Eyhorne Street

	Mobil:                                         07957-184-327
	Hollingbourne, Maidstone

	E-mail:            phassistance@googlemail.com
	Kent, ME 17 1TR

	
	United Kingdom

	Nationality:
British
	

	Specialism:
Post-Harvest - Horticulturist, - Plant Pathologist and - Technologist


Qualifications


PGCert. (HE) Post Graduate Certificate (Higher Education), University of Greenwich, 1999.
Ph.D. Post-Harvest Biology/Pathology, Wolfson College, University of Cambridge, 1990.
B.Sc. Cum Lauda (Hons II1) Agricultural Botany, The University College of Wales, Aberystwyth, 1979.
Portrait
Dr Roger Bancroft is a plant pathologist and has worked with plant diseases and physiological disorders for 30 years.  His specialism is the post-harvest management of fresh horticultural produce (fruits, flowers, vegetables, spices, bulbs and root crops etc.), agricultural crops (such as grains/cereals, maize and oilseeds etc.), and the identification and amelioration of rots, moulds and quality defects that arise during their trading and marketing.  He is often commissioned to: investigate the defective ripening of fruits or the cause of deterioration, spoilage and mycotoxin production in storage facilities, containers, reefer and ships’ cargoes etc.; undertake studies to determine weaknesses in supply chains; appraise post-harvest handling practices; quantify biological and economic losses, and prepare forensic expert witness reports and testimony.
Dr Bancroft has been engaged in technology transfer, and research and development projects in the UK, the Caribbean and Africa.  Most initiatives have involved the study and application of technical interventions and the modification of handling practices to reduce post-harvest losses.  He also has 20 years experience of teaching storage biology, -pathology, -physiology and post-harvest technology to a wide range of clients from producers, traders, importers/exporters, extension staff etc. to university and PhD students.

Prior to 2001, Dr Bancroft was employed as a senior scientist at the Natural Resources Institute (NRI), University of Greenwich.  Since that date he has worked as an independent consultant (under the name Post-Harvest Assistance), Associate of the University of Greenwich and periodic collaborator of Dr A. Snowdon (Forensic Post –Harvest Plant Pathologist), Wolfson College, University of Cambridge.

Key Expertise

· Knowledge Base:  A sound knowledge of agricultural/horticultural science and technologies particularly with regard to post-harvest horticulture, storage biology, plant-physiology, and -pathology.  Custodian of an archive (pre- 2000) of technical reports, proceedings, papers and other ‘grey literature’ concerning perishable produce generated by the Tropical Products Institute (TPI) and subsequent incarnations as Overseas Development Natural Resources Institute (ODNRI) and Natural Resources Institute (NRI).

· Technical Appraisals, Surveys & Expert Witness:  Consultancies include cargo incident investigations; surveys and the forensic evaluation of diseased or deteriorated horticultural/agricultural produce either held in store or variously transported by road, ship or air as bulk or in containers; the preparation of technical and expert witness reports; out-turn surveys; defect diagnosis; standard compliance/assurance; quality and loss assessments etc.
· Commercial Trials:  Skilled in the design, management and statistically analyse of experimental trials undertaken in a commercial environment.  Recent commissions have involved the surveillance of post-harvest diseases, determination of the efficiency of ripening protocols and various assessments of the impact of packaging and coatings on the shelf life of a range of products.

· Research and Development:  Engaged for many years on technical research, transfer and development projects in developing countries.  Commodity focused work requiring the characterisation of marketing systems and the use of critical point analysis, Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) and Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) techniques.  Most projects involved applied research to identify and rectify deficiencies in post-harvest handling/packaging practices especially prior to and during storage and transportation, and the development and deployment of remedial protocols and disease and quality control systems.

· Project Management:  Experience of project identification, planning, tender, initiation, management, financial control and reporting.  Past projects have involved the research, adaptation and transfer of technologies pertinent to the post-harvest quality and disease control, packaging, storage and transport of fruit, vegetable, root and tuber crops.

· Training:  Experience in the development, deployment and teaching of vocational courses in post-harvest biology and technology for producers, traders, transporters, importers, processors, retailers, quality assessment staff, technicians and advisory staff.  Also past academic provision, tutoring and examination of undergraduate and postgraduate students studying post-harvest issues at Uni. of Greenwich, Hadlow College and Uni. of Cranfield.

· Editorial Work:  A member of the Board of Editors for the Annals of Applied Biology.  Also periodically invited to peer review scientific papers and examine projects, theses and Ph.Ds and edit technical papers, project proposals, reports and fact sheets.

· Publications:  Author of and contributor to over 150 scientific papers, expert witness submissions, quality assessment reports, scientific reviews, technical studies, project proposals, fact sheets, conference/workshop presentations, posters, manuals, and teaching materials etc.  More details available on request.

Examples of Recent Consultancies and Other Activities

· Presently working with Dr Anna Snowdon on a new edition of ‘A Colour Atlas of Post-Harvest Diseases & Disorders of Fruits & Vegetables’
· Surveys, technical appraisals and expert witness submissions.  Since 2001, 
Dr Bancroft has been commissioned by 37 clients to survey and, as necessary, prepare expert witness submission for 44 cases.  This has involved 23 different commodities and the preparation of 61 technical reports.


· Cargo Incidents and Out-turn studies have included the following fresh produce:  Apples Avocados, Bananas, Chilli-Peppers, Citrus, Cucurbits/squashes etc, Flowers, Garlic, Grapes, Horseradish, Mangoes, Melons, Papaya, Pears, Pineapples, Plantains, Stone fruits, Sweet Potato, Asian Vegetables, Yams, Root crops, Bulbs etc.  Durable cargo cases have included those of: Grains, Legumes, Maize, Rice, Soybean, Soybean meal, Wheat etc.


· Research Studies & Development Work (post 2001) have included: Yam Packing Station (2007); Freezing Damage in Garlic (2007), Mango Ripening Studies (2005-6); the influence of packaging and coatings on the shelf life of apples, citrus, grapes, lettuce, melons, papaya and pears (2003 to 2005); the impact of orchard protocols on the incidence of disease on organic nectarines imported into the UK from France (2003 & 2004), and various reviews of technical literature. Towards the establishment of a Quality Control System for the Vegetable Exporters’ and Producers’ Association of Ghana (VEPEAG), Phase I & II - Preliminary Assessment and Standard Establishment.  Commission by CARE International, Ghana (2002 & 2004).


· Invited Lecturer at the Natural Resources Institute and formerly at the University of Greenwich, and occasional external examiner to University of Cranfield.  Preparation and delivery of specialist workshops for retail clients in the fresh produce industry.

· Review Editor for Annals of Applied Biology.  Periodic editor of fact sheets produced by the Horticultural Development Council (UK).


· Former Trustee and Acting member of the Committee and Convenor of the Association of Applied Biologists (AAB) - Post-Harvest Biology Group (PHBG) [1992 to 2003].  Ordinary committee member of AAB-PHBG (2004 to 2007).  Organiser/co-organiser of 6 AAB Conferences during the period 1992 to 2004.
International Experience

Extensive field experience overseas, particularly in the Caribbean and Africa.  Substantial long-term, field experience on assignments in the Caribbean (particularly Barbados) and Africa (particularly Ghana). Short assignments and cargo surveys in Algeria, Antigua, Colombia, Cote d'lvoire, Dominica, Egypt, Gibraltar, Grenada, Guyana, Kenya, Mauritius, Morocco, Netherlands, Nigeria, Spain, St. Lucia, 
St. Vincent and Grenadines, Tanzania, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Uganda and the United Kingdom.
Employment Record:

2001 – present  Independent consultant (Post-Harvest Assistance), Associate of the University of Greenwich (UoG) and occasional collaborator of Dr A. Snowdon (Forensic Post –Harvest Plant Pathologist), Wolfson College, University of Cambridge.

1991- 2001
Natural Resources Institute (NRI), UoG.  Consultant and senior post-harvest horticultural crop technologist and root crop specialist with specific responsibilities to service projects and conduct research and training that promoted the conservation and increased utilisation of fruit, vegetable, root and tuber crops.  Work conducted both in the UK and overseas.

1986-1991
Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute (CARDI), Barbados.  Technical Co-operation Officer seconded by the Department for International Development (DFID) as Tissue Culture Specialist, Plant Pathologist and manager of a Plant Propagation Programme.

1980-1986
Department of Applied Biology, University of Cambridge.  Postgraduate researcher, sponsored by Tate and Lyle to investigate post-harvest issues.  Findings published in a Ph.D. thesis entitled: "The Effects of a Surface Coating on the Development of Post-Harvest Fungal Rots of Pome Fruit with Special Reference to ‘Conference’ Pears (1990)".
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